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Generals, officials & leaders
In mega Mumbai land-grab

Appropriated
Prime Plot
In Colaba To
Build Highrise

Josy Joseph | ~N

r The Mumbai-headquar-
1 tered Western Naval
Command (WNC) has
raised serious security con-
cerns and soughtaction by the
navy, army and government
against a highrise apartment
complex in the city’s Colaba
area, in which senior military
leaders, politicians and bure-
AUCTAELS OWN apartments. Amo-
ng those allotted houses in the
31-storeyed Adarsh Housing
Society are two ex-army chiefs,
several other generals and ad-
mirals, and political leaders
and senior bureaucrats.
A recent letter to the navy
; chief from Vice-Admiral San-
¢ jeev Bhasin, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, WNC, and
other documents with TOI re-
veal a conspiracy to appropri-
ate, in the name of war wid-
ows and military veterans, a
prime plot that was in the
army’s custody for years. In
the proocess, the army even lied
to the ministry of defence
(MoD), which then misled Par-
liament, when a starred ques-
tion regarding the ownership
of the land came up in 2008
Almost every army officer
involved in misleading Parlia-
ment now owns a house in the

complex. In his letter, Admiral

WHOSE LAND IS IT ANYWAY?

{ ' THEPLOT

! A 31-storeyed highrise in Colaba, Adarsh
o Housing Sodiety (lef), is allaged to have
been built ona prime plot belonging to the
govemment. Among those allotted houses
in the building are two former amy chiefs,
and admirals, political

| THE ACCUSATION

| Top military officers appropriated the

{ plot meant for war widows and military
A vetemns. They even lied to the defence
! ministry, which then misled Parfi ament
1 in 2003 about the owner ship of the land.
s The 100-metre-tall building next to

mil itary installations hasviclated
coastal regulation 20ne norms

THE COVER-UP

The housing society now refuses to
part with e list of its members

and the Maharashtra government
too does not have the details of

Bhasin says that the housing  ment too does not have the de-
society isnowrefusingtopart  tails.

with the list of its members The building, immediately

and the Maharashtra govern-  adjacent to a planned helipad

and other military installa-
tions, has violated the CRZ
(coastal regulation zone) lim-
it of a maximum height of 30
metres, and has now gone up
to 100 metres, says Bhasin in
his letter dated July 5 of this
year. The Western Naval Com-
mand chief has suggested that
the army be asked to institute
aformal inquiry to find out du-
plicity, if any, by serving/re-
tired officers in reappropria-
tion of the ecological park
managed and occupied by HQ
MG&G (headquarters, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat and Goa) Area
since 1996. He also wants the
MoD to take up the issue with
the Maharashtra government
and ensure that further con-
struction is stopped and occu-
pancy permission is not given.
The controversy funda-
mentally hinges around
whether the plot of land be-
longed to the army or not and
in this matter, several senior
army officials were more than
cooperative in declaring that
itdid not. Crucial documents
that prove the army’s
sion of the land and the Ma-
harashtra government'’s past
commitment to give the plot
to the army have gone miss-
ing from the records of the
concerned army offices in
Mumbai and Pune. TOI now
has many of those documents.
When we sent a detailed ques-
tionnaire based on these
undisclosed facts to the army
headquarters a few weeks ago,
the only reply was, “We are
looking into all aspects
brought out by you.”
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