TN’s RTI panel yet to
file first annual report
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TAMIL Nadu State Information
Commission has not filed its an-
nual report ever since RTI Act
2005 came into force uwing to
unavailability of data and lack
of manpower, said § Ramakrish-
nan [AS, State Chief
Information Com-

told Express that there was only
around 30 staff as against the
requirement of 60 to 65.

“I have told the government
that I will give blank annual re-
port if vou don't give me data,”
said the CIC, attributing the
mess to the unawareness in de-
partments to classity RTI re-
quests separately
and maintain a dif-

missioner (CI1C). Th EI%G %PEAE h ferent register for
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tation of the RTI Act in a delay in the have mixed various

in any State. Infor-
mation such as re-
quests to each public
authority, cases
where applicants
were denied information, ap-
peals referred to the commis-
sion, penalty imposed for viola-
tion and other details collected
from every government depart-
ment for the preparation of an-
nual report. The CIC said that
the majority of the departments
have not provided the required
data yet thus resulting in a delay
in the preparation of annual re-
port. There are about 125 govern-
ment departments.
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applications. As a
result, scores of im-
portant data are
missing, and in
some incorrect data
was provided.

The commission would file
its first annual report next vear,
the CIC said. Outlining the sig-

nificance of annual report, Mad-
hav Vishnubhatt, an RTI activist
from Chennai, said it was instru-
mental for analysing the imple-
mentation of the RTI Act. “If we
don't have data, we don't know
where we are heading towards...
we don't know which depart-

ment needs training or any other
assistance,” said Madhav.



